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CASREF,CLOSED,TYPE I-FOIA 

U.S. District Court 
District of Columbia (Washington, DC) 
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1 :1 1 -cv-01 1 52-AK 



JUDICIAL WATCH, INC v. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE Date Filed: 06/22/201 1 
Assigned to: Magistrate Judge Alan Kay Date Terminated: 07/19/2012 

Cause: 05:552 Freedom of Information Act Jury Demand: None 

Nature of Suit: 895 Freedom of 
Information Act 

Jurisdiction: U.S. Government Defendant 

Plaintiff 

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. represented by Paul J. Orfanedes 

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. 
425 Third Street, SW 
Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20024 

(202) 646-5172 

Fax: (202)646-5199 

Email: porfanedes@judicialwatch.org 

LEAD ATTORNEY 

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 



Jason B. Aldrich 

JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. 
425 Third Street, SW 
Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20024 

(202) 646-5172 

Fax: (202) 646-5199 

Email: jaldrich@judicialwatch.org 

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 



V. 

Defendant 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



represented by Rhonda C. Fields 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S 
OFFICE 

555 Fourth Street, NW 
10th Floor 

Washington, DC 20530 

(202)514-6970 

Fax: (202) 514-8780 

Email: rhonda. fields @ usdoj , gov 

LEAD ATTORNEY 

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 



Date Filed 


# 


Docket Text 


06/22/2011 


1 


COMPLAINT against U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE ( Filing fee $ 350, receipt 
number 4616039903) filed by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments: # 1 Civil 
Cover Sheet)(jf, ) (Entered: 06/23/2011) 


06/22/2011 




SUMMONS (3) Issued as to U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, U.S. Attorney and 
U.S. Attorney General (jf, ) (Entered: 06/23/2011) 


06/22/2011 


2 


LCvR 7.1 CERTIFICATE OF DISCLOSURE of Corporate Affiliations and 
Financial Interests NONE by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC. (jf, ) (Entered: 
06/23/2011) 
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06/23/2011 


3 


ORDER Establishing Procedures for Electronic Filing for Cases Assigned to Judge 
Colleen Kollar-Kotelly, signed on June 23, 201 1. (SM) (Entered: 06/23/201 1) 


06/29/2011 


4 


RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed as to 
the United States Attorney. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney on 
6/27/201 1. Answer due for ALL FEDERAL DEFENDANTS by 7/27/201 1. 
(Attachments: # 1 Declaration of Cristina Rotaru)(Orfanedes, Paul) (Entered: 
06/29/2011) 


06/29/2011 


5 


RETURN OF SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed. U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE served on 6/26/201 1, RETURN OF 
SERVICE/AFFIDAVIT of Summons and Complaint Executed on United States 
Attorney General. Date of Service Upon United States Attorney General 06/27/11. 
(Attachments: # 1 Declaration of Cristina Rotaru)(Orfanedes, Paul) (Entered: 
06/29/2011) 


07/28/2011 


6 


ANSWER to 1 Complaint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE.(Fields, Rhonda) 
(Entered: 07/28/2011) 


07/29/2011 




MINUTE ORDER (paperless). The Defendant having now answered the 
Complaint in this Freedom of Information Act action, the parties shall promptly 
meet and confer and, on or before Wednesday, August 10, 201 1, file a Joint Status 
Report proposing a schedule for proceeding in this action. Signed by Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly on July 29, 2011. (Icckk3) (Entered: 07/29/2011) 


07/29/2011 




Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 8/10/2011. (dot ) (Entered: 
07/29/2011) 


08/10/2011 


7 


STATUS REPORT , Joint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Fields, Rhonda) 
(Entered: 08/10/2011) 


08/11/2011 




MINUTE ORDER (paperless). The Court is in receipt of the parties'_7 Joint Status 
Report. Therein, Defendant represents that it is conducting a search for records 
responsive to Plaintiff's FOIA requests and anticipates beginning a rolling 
production by no later than August 29, 201 1. Defendant proposes updating the 
Court regarding the status of its search by no later than October 1, 201 1, and 
Plaintiff raises no objection to this proposal. Accordingly, it is hereby ordered that 
the parties shall file a Joint Status Report with the Court by no later than October 1, 
201 1, which shall, at a minimum, (a) provide an update as to the status of 
Defendant's production, (b) identify any remaining matters of dispute falling within 
the scope of thej. Complaint, and (c) propose a schedule for proceeding in this 
action. Signed by Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly on August 11, 2011. (Icckk3) 
(Entered: 08/11/2011) 


08/11/2011 




Set/Reset Deadlines: Joint Status Report due by 10/1/2011. (dot ) (Entered: 
09/22/2011) 


10/03/2011 


8 


STATUS REPORT , Joint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Fields, Rhonda) 
(Entered: 10/03/2011) 


10/11/2011 




MINUTE ORDER (paperless). Upon consideration of the parties'_8 Joint Status 
Report dated October 3, 201 1, Defendant shall produce all non-exempt, responsive 
records in its possession, custody, or control by no later than October 31, 201 1, 
with the exception of records requiring interagency referral or coordination. In 
addition, by no later than November 15, 201 1, the parties shall file a Joint Status 
Report (a) certifying that Defendant has produced all non-exempt, responsive 
records, excepting those records requiring interagency referral or coordination, (b) 
providing an update as to the status of Defendant's processing of records requiring 
interagency referral or coordination, (c) identifying any remaining matters of 

1 ■ ■ a1 a1 f* a1 ~t Af~^ "1 * J 1 / 1 \ B 1 1 1 

dispute with the scope of thej. Complaint, and (d) proposing a schedule for 
proceeding in this action. Signed by Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly on October 1 1 , 
201 l.(lcckk3) (Entered: 10/1 1/201 1) 


11/15/2011 


9 


STATUS REPORT , Joint by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Attachments: # 1 
Metha Dec)(Fields, Rhonda) (Entered: 11/15/2011) 


11/22/2011 




MINUTE ORDER (paperless): Pursuant to the Joint Status Report filed by the 
parties on November 15, 201 1, the Court will grant the parties request to submit a 
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joint status report and proposed scheduling order on or before December 16, 201 1. 
Signed by Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly on November 22, 2011. (SM) (Entered: 
11/22/2011) 


12/16/2011 


10 


STATUS REPORT (Joint) &Proposed Briefing Schedule by JUDICIAL WATCH, 
INC., U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Aldrich, Jason) (Entered: 12/16/2011) 


12/16/2011 


11 


SCHEDULING AND PROCEDURES ORDER. Upon consideration of the parties' 
10 Joint Status Report and Proposed Scheduling Order dated December 16, 201 1, 
and in order to administer this action under the Freedom of Information Act in a 
manner fair to the litigants and consistent with the parties' interest in completing 
this litigation in the shortest possible time and at the least possible cost, the parties 
are directed to comply with each of the directives set forth in this Order. In 
addition, the parties shall adhere to the following schedule: (a) the parties shall 
promptly meet and confer and, by no later than December 27, 201 1, file a Joint 
Status Report with the Court indicating whether all parties consent to the 
assignment of this action to a magistrate judge for all purposes, with any appeal to 
be taken directly to the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit in the same manner as an appeal from any other judgment of the district 
court (the parties are strongly encouraged to consider this option, which may very 
well result in a more prompt and efficient final resolution of the matters that remain 
in dispute; however, the parties are free to withhold consent without adverse 
substantive consequences); and (b) by no later than January 20, 2012, Defendant 
shall file its motion for summary judgment; by no later than February 10, 2012, 
Plaintiff shall file its opposition to Defendant's motion for summary judgment; and 
by no later than February 24, 2012, Defendant shall file its reply in support of its 
motion for summary judgment. The dates identified above are firm; the Court has 
given the parties the schedule that they have requested and expects that they will 
adhere to that schedule. No extensions shall be granted absent compelling 
circumstances. Signed by Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly on December 16, 2011. 
(Icckk3) (Entered: 12/16/2011) 


12/22/2011 


12 


STATUS REPORT Joint Status Report by JUDICIAL WATCH, INC., U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Aldrich, Jason) (Entered: 12/22/2011) 


12/28/2011 


13 


ORDER REFERRING CASE TO MAGISTRATE JUDGE FOR ALL 
PURPOSES. This civil action is REFERRED to a magistrate judge, who shall be 
designated by random assignment by the Clerk of the Court, for ALL PURPOSES, 
with any appeal to be taken directly to the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit in the same manner as an appeal from any other 
judgment of the district court. The Clerk of the Court shall issue a Form 299 in 
connection with this referral. Signed by Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly on 
December 28, 201 1. (Icckk3) (Entered: 12/28/201 1) 


12/28/2011 


14 


Case Random Reassigned to Magistrate Judge Alan Kay. Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly no longer assigned to the case. (Is, ) (Entered: 01/05/2012) 


01/20/2012 


15 


MOTION for Summary Judgment by U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
(Attachments: # 1 Walther Dec, # 2 Walther Dec exhibits, # 3 Text of Proposed 
Order)(Fields, Rhonda) (Entered: 01/20/2012) 


02/10/2012 


16 


Memorandum in opposition to re 15 MOTION for Summary Judgment filed by 
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC.. (Attachments: #J_ Exhibit Exhibit 1, #2 Text of 
Proposed Order Proposed Order)(Aldrich, Jason) (Entered: 02/10/2012) 


02/17/2012 


17 


REPLY to opposition to motion re 15 MOTION for Summary Judgment filed by 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. (Attachments: # 1 W52)(Fields, Rhonda) 
(Entered: 02/17/2012) 


07/12/2012 


18 


ORDER granting 15 Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment. Signed by 
Magistrate Judge Alan Kay on 07/12/2012. (lcakl) (Entered: 07/12/2012) 


07/12/2012 


19 


MEMORANDUM AND OPINION reJ5 Defendant's Motion for Summary 
Judgment. Signed by Magistrate Judge Alan Kay on 07/12/2012. (lcakl) (Entered: 
07/12/2012) 



